The Advanced Spaceport Technology Working Group (ASTWG) will hold its second general meeting during the week of January 14, 2002 at the Kennedy Space Center (KSC).  The ASTWG will be joining with its sister group, the Advanced Range Technology Working Group (ARTWG) in a week-long joint conference.  The ASTWG meeting will be held on Tuesday and Wednesday, while the ARTWG meeting will be held on Thursday and Friday.  I encourage those of you with an interest in range activities to also attend the ARTWG meeting if possible.

Registration for the ASTWG/ARTWG Conference will be conducted on-line.  You can access the ASTWG meeting web site at http://science.ksc.nasa.gov/projects/astwg/astwg2.htm  There you will find:

1) Draft ASTWG Agenda

2) ASTWG/ARTWG Schedule of Events

3) Directions to KSC Visitor Complex and area hotels

4) ASTWG Draft Charter for review

5) Link to on-line registration form

Space is limited, so please use the on-line registration to indicate whether you or a representative will be attending the Conference by the close of business on December 20, 2001.  The on-line registration form allows you to indicate which activities, as well as which sub-group break-out sessions, you wish to participate in.

Due to heightened security concerns at the Kennedy Space Center, the Conference will be held at the Debus Conference Center at the KSC Visitor Complex.  The Debus Center is located outside of KSC's restricted area, so temporary badging of non-KSC personnel will not be required.  However, only Gate 3 (see directions) will be accessible to non-badged personnel.  Please read the directions supplied on the web page carefully as they contain important information concerning the current security conditions at KSC.

The on-line registration form also includes boxes for you to indicate whether you are interested in attending a pre-conference reception/social, a mid-conference dinner, and a possible activity such as a tour.  Costs for these optional activities are indicated on the on-line registration form.

Concurrently with the conference RSVP period, we would like to provide you with an opportunity to review the Draft ASTWG Charter and provide any comments you may have.  It is also important to review the Charter prior to the meeting so you will be familiar with it when it is presented for ratification.  Please forward any comments on the draft Charter to me by January 2, 2002 for incorporation before the meeting.

We would also appreciate if you would indicate via e-mail if you cannot attend or if you are not interested in participating in the ASTWG.  This will help us with our planning efforts and allow us to follow up with those invitees for whom we may have incorrect e-mail addresses.

The directions document includes a listing of selected area hotels.  In addition, we have reserved a block of rooms at a special rate at the Radisson in Cape Canaveral under the name "ASTWG Conference".  If you wish to take advantage of these rooms, please contact the Radisson at (321) 784-0000 by December 20, 2001.  The Radisson will be the pick-up point for shuttle bus service to the Debus Conference Center, as well as the location for the Monday evening social.

Conference fees will be collected at the event according to the following schedule (cash or check payable to “ASTWG/ARTWG Conference”):

· ASTWG only


$30

· ARTWG only


$30

· Both ASTWG & ARTWG
$50

· Dinner at Apollo/Saturn V



on Wednesday evening

$30

Dress for the Conference is business casual.

Any additional information and details will be e-mailed to the respondents as it becomes available.

NOTE:  Participants should be aware that this conference is unclassified with attendance restricted to US citizens.  However, following the conference, it is the intent to have all the presentation material posted on a public website.   Accordingly, it is the authors’ responsibility to have all presentation material cleared for public disclosure by their respective cognizant offices/officials regarding matters of national security and export control considerations.  Written confirmation in this regard must accompany all submitted material.

If you have any questions, please contact Michele Athman at (321) 867-8206, or e-mail her at Michele.Athman-1@ksc.nasa.gov

I hope to see you in January.

Thank you,

Randy Eastman    
Chair, Advanced Spaceport Technology Working Group

Mail Code:  YA-E6          Kennedy Space Center, FL  32899

Phone:  (321) 867-8805                    Fax:  (321) 867-8394

Pager: (877) 906-7354       Carl.Eastman-1@ksc.nasa.gov
