Summary of January 9, 2002 telecon

Commerce and Business Development Working Group

The subgroup met by telecon from 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm eastern time on January 9, 2002.  The major subject matter centered around the content of the subgroup charter.

The following items were discussed:

· How business comes to U. S. Spaceports (international competition)

· Standard space operations for future RLVs

· Infrastructure/facilities – existing and future

· Define spaceport

· R&D and commerce parks

· Business processes

· Architecture

· Funding

There was significant discussion on government/industry partnerships and the challenges associated with these partnerships – How do you break down the barriers?  How can you simplify the partnerships?  Need DoD feedback.

What is the unifying factor in the overall ASTWG/ARTWG and the Commerce and Business Development subgroup --- international competition

Should the United States create a U.S. Space Authority?

How do we identify business and R&D funding streams and collaborative opportunities?

Gale Allen will facilitate the breakout session on Tuesday, January 15, 2002.

A non-NASA leader will be selected at that time.

A list of attendees for the Commerce and Business Development subgroup will be emailed out.

A draft charter will be emailed out.  Please redline and be prepared to discuss the charter so that we can ratify the final draft on Tuesday.

